The Asiatic society soon carved out a place for itself in intellectual
circles, not in India alone, but also in England and the Gentleman's
magazine, of London, published in November 1786 this despatch under
intelligence from the East India: "the society lately established by Sir
William Jones and others for the encouragement of Oriental literature
is said to be in a flourishing state, and that a communication had been
opened with some chiefs in the kingdoms of Asam and Jepera, who had
transmitted from thence several valuable natural and artificial curiosities,
which had been deposited in the museum of Calcutta/'13

The fourth discourse, delivered on 15 February 1787, ss devoted
to an account of the Arabs-their chronology and history, language and
culture. Concerning the religion of the Arabs, Jones remarks:".. before
the Mohammedan revolution, the noble and learned Arabs were Theists,
but a stupid idolatry prevailed amongthe lower orders of the peoples/14
As regards their philosophy, Jones says: " I find no trace among them,
till their emigration, of any philosophy but Ethicks; and even their system
of morals, generous and enlarged as it seems to have been in the minds
of a few chieftains, was on the whole miserably depraved for a century
atleast before Muhammed; the distinguishing virtues, which they boasted
of inculcating and practising, were a contempt of riches and even of
death; but, in the age of the Seven Poets, their liberality had deviated
into mad profusion, their courage into ferocity, and their patience into
an obstinate spirit of encountering fruitless dangers; but I forbear to
expatiate on the manners of the Arabs in that age, because the poems,
entitled Almoallakat, which have appeared in our own language, exhibit
the exact picture of their virtues and their vices, their wisdom and their
folly; and show what may be constantly expected from men of open
hearts and boiling passions, with no law to control, and little religion to
restrain them." 15Regarding the Arabian monuments of antiquity, Jones
says that very few of them were preserved and even those were variously
described. As regards the noted Cabah at Mecca,., he observes: * The
Cabah or quadrangular edifice at Meccah, is indisputably so ancient,
that its original use, and the name of its builder, are lost in a cloud of

idle traditions.......We cannot but think it probable that the Cabah was

originally designed for religious purposes/16
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